Starting a Business in Michigan—Local Resources
· Small Business Readiness Assessment Tool - an interactive program to be utilized by individuals starting a small business. The tool will provide the user with basic education about the “nuts and bolts” of launching their business and help the individual define what specific assistance may be needed. http://www.misbtdc.org/readinessassessment.asp 

· Starting a Business In Michigan – guide produced by the State of Michigan.  http://medc.michigan.org/services/startups/index2.asp  

· SBA Online Library - over 45 downloadable publications on a variety of business topics. http://www.sba.gov/library/pubs.html 

Assistance 
· Accountants/CPAs - CPAs must be licensed by the Michigan State Board of Accountancy. Use this database to verify a license and/or registration. http://cis.state.mi.us/bcs_free/default.asp 
· Attorneys – links to Michigan State Bar Association lawyer referral service. http://www.michbar.org/ 
· Michigan Small Business & Technology Development Center - SBA partnership program providing free business counseling from certified business counselors statewide. http://www.misbtdc.org 
· SCORE – (Office in Grand Rapids) SBA partnership program providing free business counseling and mentoring from retired professionals across Michigan. http://www.scoremichigan.org/ ,  http://www.grandrapids.org/score/ 
· Business Information Centers  – Business Information Centers, or BICs, are joint ventures between the U.S. Small Business Administration and private partners. The private partners of the Grand Rapids BIC are the Seidman School of Business at Grand Valley State University, Fifth Third Bank and Kent Area MicroBusiness Loan Services. The BIC provides the latest in high-tech hardware, software and telecommunications to help new venture and expanding businesses. The BIC also offers a wide array of counseling services and training opportunities. 
· In Michigan: http://www.misbtdc.org/BusResCtr.asp?module=BusResCtr&cmd=BusResCtrPublic#rgnRegion007 

· In Grand Rapids:                                                 http://www.kamls.org/sbabic.shtml 
Startup Guides

· http://www.sbaonline.sba.gov/starting_business/startup/guide.html 

· 2004 Guide to Starting a Small Business (in Michigan) http://www.misbtdc.org/documents/2004%20Guide.pdf 

· Online Business Startup Wizard is a new interactive tool to guide users through completing forms needed to start their business. It includes helpful information and business startup forms from Department of Treasury, Department of Labor & Economic Growth, and the Unemployment Insurance Agency. You'll find links to many other state, federal and business organizations as well! http://www.michigan.gov/businessstartup 

Business Registration and Legal Issues 

· Business Law.gov – provides information and links to the various state and federal agencies a business may need to contact to ensure legal compliance. http://www.businesslaw.gov/ 
· Forming a Partnership – to read the text of the law governing partnerships in Michigan. Any individuals forming a partnership in Michigan who do not write their own partnership agreement are subject to the Uniform Partnership Act. http://www.michiganlegislature.org 
· Forming a corporation, LLC or LLP - all Michigan corporations must file their bylaws and articles of incorporation with Michigan’s Bureau of Commercial Service. http://www.michigan.gov/cis 
· Michigan’s Online Business Start-up Wizard - This interactive tool allows new business ventures to file their business entity and register for applicable state taxes online. http://www.michigan.gov/businessstartup 
Business Plans 

· Interactive Business Plan Template - created by the Michigan Small Business Development Center, this template guides entrepreneurs through the steps of building a successful business plan. http://www.misbtdc.org/businessplanningtools.asp 
Certification 

· Michigan Women’s Business Council – provides access to women business enterprise certification. http://www.miceed.org/ 
· Majority Business Initiatives - provides access to women business enterprise certification. http://www.nwboc.org/consorti.html 
E-Commerce 

· SBA Online Classroom - provides access to six online classes on the basic principals of e-commerce. http://www.sba.gov/training/ 
Environmental Issues 

· Michigan Department of Environmental Quality - the link for information on environmental compliances and resources available from the State. http://www.michigan.gov/deq 
· Environmental Protection Agency – the small business environmental home page. http://www.smallbiz-enviroweb.org/ 
Financing Your Business 

· SBA Financial Assistance Programs - links to details on all of SBA’s loan guaranty programs. http://www.sba.gov/financing/index.html 
· Cash Flow Spreadsheet - check out sample cash flow spreadsheets or utilize the blank spreadsheets for your own company. These templates may be helpful guides when beginning your company’s cash analysis. http://www.misbtdc.org/CashFlowSpreadsheets.asp 
· Credit Reports – loan officers will look at the owner(s) personal credit history when analyzing a commercial loan application. There are three credit reporting agencies: 
· Experian: http://www.experian.com/  
· Equifax: http://www.equifax.com/ 

· Trans Union: http://www.transunion.com/ 
· Venture Capital - list of venture capital groups licensed in Michigan. http://medc.michigan.org/services/financial/ 
Government Contracting 

· Michigan Technical Assistance Centers – a statewide network of procurement experts who assist businesses in acquiring federal and state government contracts. http://www.michigantac.org/ 
· State of Michigan Vendor/Payee Registration - registration is required for all companies doing business with the State of Michigan. http://www.cpexpress.state.mi.us/ 
· SBA's Office of Government Contracting - links to all SBA programs, resources and federal procurement web pages. http://www.sba.gov/GC/  

Grants 
(Please note SBA does not provide grants to individuals to start businesses.) 

· Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance – list of all federal government programs. http://www.cfda.gov 
· Small Business Innovative Research (SBIR)- SBA coordinates the dissemination of R&D funds from other federal agencies to help qualified small businesses develop high-tech innovations which meet government needs. http://www.sba.gov/sbir/ 
· Entrepreneurial Development Center – information for Michigan companies on government programs funding high-tech research through the Small High Tech Business R&D Grant Procurement Assistance Program. http://www.sbam.org/ 
Hiring Employees 

· New Hire Reporting Requirements - federal law requires all employers to report employees who are newly hired, rehired, or who return to work after a separation of employment. http://www.newhire-usa.com/mi/ 
· Small Business and Self-Employed One-Stop Resource - resources and cross-agency information for employers, as well as new and established businesses. http://www.irs.gov/businesses/small/index.html 
· Michigan Bureau of Worker’s and Unemployment Compensation - provides information on unemployment, worker’s compensation, wages, hours and fringe benefits. http://www.michigan.gov/bwuc 
· Michigan Workplace Safety & Health - includes standards, legislation, forms, publications, and education and training resources available. http://www.michigan.gov/cis 
Intellectual Property 

· Michigan Trademarks - download forms to register a trademark or service mark for those used in intrastate (within Michigan) commerce only. http://www.michigan.gov/businessstartup/0,1607,7-152-9738_12950-5392--,00.html 
· U.S. Patent and Trademark Office – information, forms, and publications relating to U.S. patents and trademarks. http://www.uspto.gov/ 
· Copyrights - information, forms, and publications regarding U.S. Copyright laws. http://www.copyright.gov/ 
· Great Lakes Patent and Trademark Center - provides specialized, fee-based services and makes patent and trademark information available to inventors, attorneys and other researchers. http://www.detroit.lib.mi.us/glptc/ 
Taxes 

· Michigan Online Tax Registration - provides online registration for applicable state taxes. http://www.michigan.gov/businessstartup 
· Michigan Sales Tax - link to information and forms. http://www.michigan.gov/treasury 
· Michigan Single Business Tax - link to information and forms. http://www.michigan.gov/treasury 
· Electronic Federal Tax Payment System – information on the free tax payment system offered by the U.S. Treasury. http://www.eftps.gov/ 
· Federal Tax ID - also known as the Employer Identification Number, this site provides information and downloadable forms and publications. http://www.irs.gov/businesses/small/index.html 
· Self-Employment Tax - link to forms and publications with information on federal tax obligations. http://www.irs.gov/businesses/small/index.html 
Trade Associations 

· Michigan Trade Associations – links to many Michigan-based trade associations on the Internet. http://www.michigan.gov/businessstartup/0,1607,7-152-9737-5171--,00.html 
http://www.sba.gov/mi/local.html 
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