MI Connections: Background
Grant: High School / High Tech

· Began 20 years ago in California as a partnership between several high-tech companies and the L.A. Public Schools. Purpose: to give students with disabilities opportunities to explore the use of technology in careers and to improve outcomes for youth with disabilities. 

· About 15 years ago, it was adopted by what is now US Department of Labor’s Office of Disability Employment Policy to fund startups nationwide.

Michigan has received the High School / High Tech grant. 

· The scope of the grant has expanded to 

· a broader use of the term technology 

· a much more diverse spectrum of students with disabilities
Kent County is developing the prototype for the state of Michigan—a very exciting opportunity

· A chance to make a difference; county-wide and state-wide.

· Grant allows flexibility in the approach we take as a community

Kent County: a Disneyland of Opportunity

· I have a list of over 300 ELOs (Extended Learning Opportunities) in the Grand Rapids.

· There are over 2000 CBOs (Community-Based Organizations) in Kent County.

· Many career and technical training opportunities.

· Many colleges and universities

But look at the statistics

Students with disabilities: the ranking of Michigan compared to 50 states and 2 territories:
· Graduation with a diploma (2000-01 Data)

· MI State randing: 40th out of 52

· MI graduation rate: 40% graduate with a diploma
· Drop Out (2000-01 Data)

· MI State randing: 51st out of 52

· MI drop out rate: 54% drop out
· Graduation compared to Regular Education (2000-01 Data)

· 46th out of 52 states and territories
· 40% of students with disabilties graduate
· 77% of students without disabilities graduate
How do we impact outcomes of students with disabilities here in Kent County?

Not just graduation rates, but how do we help students to aspire to learning skills that will give them economic self-sufficiency?

· We must start with the community as a whole. Education alone does not have the resources to solve what is truly a community problem.
· We must engage students as partners in education. MI Connections aspires to be student initiated and directed.
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