High School Dropouts: What are they saying?

What do we know about dropouts?

1. Most kids think about dropping out before 8th grade.

2. Most kids drop out in 9th or 10th grade.

3. Most report leaving due to 

· Academic problems

· Difficulty with teachers

4. Very few report talking to someone at school about their thoughts (less than 5%)

(Those interviewed were mostly LD students)

Why do youth come to school? (These factors are missing in those that drop out)

1. Personal development (learn things, get a good job, earn a diploma, etc.) (This reason ranks 3 to 4 times higher than the following reasons)

2. Socialize with peers

3. Participate in extracurricular activities

4. To please another adult in some way (this reason ranks higher for dropouts than for graduates)

5. Miscellaneous

(Based on interviews with all students)

What do youth say is the best part of school?

1. Socialize with peers (40%)

2. Learning something they deem useful (20%)

3. Positive interaction with teachers or other adults (20%)

What do youth say is the worst part of school?

1. Particular classes (failure, too hard, etc.)

2. Interactions with particular teachers

3. Loss of personal freedom to make choices

Of students that participate in at least one extracurricular activity, 70-75% graduate.

Of students that participate in no extracurricular activities, 15% graduate.

Key considerations for collaborative ventures:

· Access to supportive adults

· Access to role models that align with career ambitions

· The vast majority report an interest in getting a diploma

· Engagement in the non-academic side of school

· Positive to negative experience ratio

Positive to negative experience ratio: To illustrate this concept, Larry cited research that was done on customers’ negative experiences in restaurants. The research showed that in order for a customer to return to a restaurant after one negative experience, they had to have had 12 positives experiences. 

The above information is based on a presentation at the Transition Summer Institute 2003 (hosted by the Michigan Transition Services Project) by Larry J. Kortering of Appalachian State University. It is based on research in North Carolina. The data was obtained through interviews with high school dropouts.

If you want more data on dropouts, email Larry with the specific information you are interested in. KorteringLJ@appstate.edu 

The Data

According to the Children’s Defense Fund (2002), one high school student drops out every nine seconds. That’s an astounding statistic and here are a few more dropout facts: Students most likely to drop out come from Hispanic, African-American, Native American, and low-income backgrounds; live in single-parents homes, and attend large urban schools, according to the National Center for Education Statistics (2002). Dropout rates are highest among students with emotional and behavioral disabilities; half of those students dropped out of school in 1998-99, according to the U.S. Department of Education (2001).

“Dropout statistics are particularly alarming because jobs that pay living wages have virtually disappeared for youth without a high school diploma,” says Sandra Christenson, professor of school psychology in the College of Education and Human Development.

http://education.umn.edu/research/ResearchWorks/checkconnect.html
American society has decided that it can no longer afford to have students drop out of school because of the serious implications for social stability and economic development. Youth who drop out generally experience negative outcomes—unemployment, underemployment, and incarceration. School dropouts report unemployment rates as much as 40% higher than youth that have completed school. Arrest rates are alarming for youth with disabilities that drop out of school—73% for students with emotional/behavioral disabilities and 62% for students with learning disabilities. More than 80% of individuals incarcerated are high school dropouts (Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, 1995). When taxpayers spend approximately $51,000 per year to incarcerate one person, compared to approximately $11,500 to educate one child with a disability, the cost effectiveness of high school graduation is obvious.

http://www.ncset.org/publications/viewdesc.asp?id=425
Michigan Dropout Rates: comparison of students with and without disabilities

· Graduation with a diploma (2000-01 Data)

· MI 40/52
40%

· Drop Out (2000-01 Data)

· MI 51/52
54%

· Graduation compared to Regular Education (2000-01 Data)

· MI 46/52
40%-77%
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